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How to create high quality
screenshots for printing

Designers are often asked to produce
printed material with high quality
screenshots of website pages. Often these
images are produced by recreating the web
page in Adobe Illustrator or Photoshop, but
you can create high quality screenshots
from a web browser. Here’s how it’s done.

Requirements:

• A Mac running OS X with Adobe
Illustrator and Adobe Acrobat Pro.

• A large monitor set to its highest
resolution (we used an Apple 20”
Cinema Display set to 1680 x 1050
pixels).

• Page layout application, for example
Quark XPress or Adobe InDesign.

Here’s what you do:

• Launch the Safari web browser and visit
the website you want for your
screenshot. In this example, we went to
www.edwardmarston.com

• Resize the Safari window to match the
full width of the web page and drag the
height of the window to its maximum
size.

• Choose ‘Print’ from the ‘File’ menu. We
set our paper size to A4 portrait and kept
the image scale at 100%. The print
preview showed us that the full width of
our web page would fit comfortably
onto an A4 sheet.

Choose ‘Save as PDF’ from the PDF drop
down menu in the bottom left of the
Print window. Pick a location on your
Mac for the saved file. Quit Safari.

• Drag and drop your PDF onto the Adobe
Illustrator application icon. Select Page 1
if there is more than one page and
choose to discard any color profile.

The PDF ‘screenshot’ will now open in
Adobe Illustrator.

• Select ‘Document Color Mode’, ‘CMYK
Color’ from the ‘File’ menu.

Choose ‘Save As’ from the ‘File’ menu
and save as an Adobe Illustrator EPS file.
Choose ‘High Resolution’ (or the
‘Pass4Press Flattener’ if you have it
installed) from the Transparency menu
and make sure that all fonts are
embedded. Quit Illustrator.

• Launch your page layout application and
import the EPS ‘screenshot’. In Quark
XPress, the onscreen EPS image won’t
look too good – but don’t worry about
that. You won’t need to reduce the
image to ‘improve’ its quality when
printed. The image should reproduce
perfectly at 100% (or as close to 100% as
you can get it – see page 2 of these
notes).

• When your layout is complete, save the
page as a PDF. In Quark XPress v8, you
need to choose ‘Export Layout as PDF’
from the ‘File’ menu and select the ‘Print
Medium’ setting to produce your PDF
proof.

• Open this PDF in Acrobat Pro and you’ll
see that you have a good quality
‘screenshot’. Print this PDF to your color
proofer and you’ll find that the image
will print to a high quality. (The image
will also color separate correctly).

This solution won’t work for all websites as
many have special scripts which simplify the
page for printing, but if you’ve also
designed the web page, you can alter the
code temporarily to make this solution
work.
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EdwardMarston.com
Home Novels About Misc

Available for hire
Edward Marston

and Judith Cutler,

author of twenty

crime novels with

a contemporary

setting, compare

techniques for writing about crime in the

past and in the present. Their talk has

been given at several bookshops and

writers' groups in the UK and in America.

Domesday reprints
The first four

titles in the

Domesday series

have been

reprinted and

are now available

from Ostara

Publishing.

Dates

24 March 2010, 
Essex Book Festival

Edward Marston will be giving the

Annual Dorothy L. Sayers Lecture

as part of the Essex Book Festival

on Wednesday, March 24. His

subject is Secret Sleuths and he

will find literary detectives in

unlikely places. Witham Library,

Essex at 7:45pm.

20-23 May 2010, 
CrimeFest Bristol

Edward Marston
Author of forty crime novels, set in five distinct periods of history.

His books have been translated into many languages.

Domesday Books explore the crimes and misdemeanours

surrounding the compilation of Domesday in the late 11th

century. Nicholas Bracewell series features an Elizabethan

theatre company.

Christopher Redmayne mysteries look at the rebuilding of

London after the Great Fire of 1666. Inspector Colbeck series

deals with major crimes committed on Victorian railways.

In Soldier of Fortune, dashing career soldier and ladies' man,

Captain Daniel Rawson, distinguishes himself at the battle of Blenheim in 1704. Drums

of War takes him on to 1706 where he is given a challenging solo assignment.

The novels

Buy from Amazon

The series:

Domesday

Nicholas Bracewell

Redmayne

Inspector Colbeck

Daniel Rawson

Dillman and Masefield

Writing as Conrad Allen

Alan Saxon

Writing as Keith Miles

Merlin Richards

Writing as Keith Miles

Publications 2009

Miscellaneous publications

About the author

Edward Marston was born and brought

up in Wales. He read Modern History at

Oxford then lectured in the subject for

three years before becoming a full-time

freelance writer. His first historical

mystery, The Queen's Head, was

published in 1988, launching the

Nicholas Bracewell series.

Links

About this website

Captain Daniel
Rawson
"An enthralling and accomplished

historical adventure." The Good Book

Guide

"High adventure in an entertaining

plot." Historical Novels Review


